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COMING HOME...

ell, our time in the North is coming to a close and it has been a
Wgreat experience. We have had opportunities to restore ourselves
and spend loads of time with each other out in God's great
creation. It's been a great sabbatical for me and a wonderful learning experience for Cindi at her

work. She feels much more prepared to come back to administrative work in the Waterloo
School Board.

We have a new addition to the family and that's been lots of fun too.
Sammy is our new pup and he just adores Brandy. Brandy likes him
too but finds his puppy energy a bit much at times. However, with a
well placed nip or a stern growl, he gets the message.

We are excited about coming back to friends and family and realized
how much we have missed everyone. It's fun to plan coming back
because neither of us knows exactly where we will be working so
we've had to leave the details and care in God's hands. That's kind of
refreshing and we're content with it.

We plan to take a trip to Barbados this summer but that's about it. | will be flying out to
Newfoundland to pick up my motorcycle (whoohoo!) and then riding back. We've got a couple of
weddings to go to and some family picnics as well.

What have we learned up here? Well, we've learned how important our marriage is and have set
some real plans to concentrate on continuing to spend time with each other. We have come to
realize that our families are critical and we are looking forward to spending more time with them
as well. It has been a good year to rest and spend time with God, in His Word and in prayer and
contemplation. | hope to continue that when | return and take regular time away to spend with
Him.

As we wait expectantly for the next chapter of our lives, we would like to share a passage that
has stayed on our hearts since we've been here...enjoy...

LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory above the
heavens. Through the praise of children and infants you have
established a stronghold against your enemies, to silence the foe
and the avenger. When | consider your heavens, the work of your
fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,
what are mere mortals that you are mindful of them, human
beings that you care for them? You have made them a little
lower than the heavenly beings and crowned them with glory
and honour. You made them rulers over the works of your
hands; you put everything under their feet: all flocks and herds,
and the animals of the wild, the birds in the sky, and the fish in the sea, all that swim the paths of
the seas. LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

Pete and Cindi
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rhaps the
ost difficult
part of writing

Session updates is
that often by the
time they are read,
more decisions
have been made,
and new issues
have emerged.
While | would like to
give you an update on our hiring situation,
the process is still underway as | write this.
Instead, | would like to use this opportunity
to present a picture of how things may look
by the time September comes around.

The management of the Youth & Young
Adult Pastor and the Director of Children's
Ministries will be the responsibility of
Session via the new Human Resources
team. This means that Session and staff
will work together to define curriculum,
assess programming, and evaluate new

Summer Reachers

July 20 Reg Cousineau
July 27 Jim Klaas

August 3 Holly Fledderjohann
August 10 Pastor Don

August 17 TBA

August 24

August 31 Pastor Don

Rev. John Peter Smit, Synod Superintendent

Session ConnéX ion

practices. While we want to give
ownership to the people filling these
positions, we do need to ensure that all
decisions are congruent with KPC's vision
and goals. | personally think this will be an
exciting time since it will be the first time
we will be able to give new staff substantial
parameters to work within. This means we
will be more intentional in where we direct
our efforts.

Obviously there will be a period of
stretching as we become more familiar
with our new roles. | ask that you as the
congregation continue to pray for and
support all new and existing leaders. We
hope you will respond when asked for
input and help as ministries move forward.
For example, as we currently do not have
a paid position for discipleship, Frank
Pollari and Helena Watson are supporting
this area for Session. As such, if you are
interested in forming a group for the fall,
and/or wanting to book space, Frank and
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Helena are more than happy to meet with
you and give you access to all necessary
resources. From the response we
received at the Outreach potluck, we
believe that having a contact for each
existing group would enable better
communication between groups for
spontaneous outreach events. Please
discuss with your group who that contact
should be, and get in touch with Frank or
Helena to be a part of the
communications.

Things will wind down for the summer, but
in anticipation of the fall, Session will meet
twice between now and September to
keep on top of the changes. | hope that
you will have at least a few relaxing days
this summer days of reflection and focus.

David
1/3 Clerk of Session

Summer Holidays...

July 14-August 5 Pastor Don away
August 11-24
July 7-August 17 Sally Witty away

Pastor Don away

Emails, phone messages, and mail will be checked

periodically during this time.

Should there be an emergency, please call Elder Frank

Brewster 519.822.8554 (between July 14-August 4).
For August, check the August Sunday bulletin.

Upcoming Baptism/Infant Dedication
October 26  Baptism/InfantDedication offered at

both services
If your children would like to be baptized or dedicated, please

Clear Your Calendars!

Saturday October 4 (5-8 pm)
Everyone - all ages - are invited!

1. Book the date on your calendar.
2. Think about your participation in the variety show:

skit/music/drama/dance -
all ages encouraged to participate.

Kortright is having a time of fun: fellowship/potluck
supper/variety show - A fundraiser to help offset some of the
expenses incurred by Sandra MacAlpine following her stroke

earlier this year. Watch for more information in September.
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Senior Youth Summer

Looking for something to do on Wednesday evenings in the summer?
Come along to Senior Youth Summer!
What is it?

One hour of games and activities
One hour of thinking together about God, the universe and everything

Where is it?

Youth Room, Kortright Presbyterian Church, 55 Devere Drive
When is it?

7.30-9.30pm, Every Wednesday - up to August 27th

Who can come?

If you are entering grade nine in the Fall or are currently in High School.

Bring friends, brothers and sisters.

Do you need to be a Christian to come?

No! Everyone's thoughts are welcome as we discuss Jesus and the
meaning of life

Further questions:
Contact Ebby Ritchie at ritchiee@uoguelph.ca or 519.763.1764

Upcoming Bible Studies...

Thinking about leading a Study group in the Fall?
Before advertising or booking space at the church,
please pass along the details to...

Frank
Helena
Pastor Don don@kortrightchurch.org

Calling All Musicians...

Do you have a heart for worship and love to sing or
play an instrument? There are opportunities waiting
for you at Kortright. We are also looking for string
players.

Please contact Brian

Congratulations

June 4: Eden Elizabeth , daughter of Erica & Chris;

granddaughter for Fred & Betty J
5

June 7: Pax John, son of lan & Ashley; grandson for Shelly

(7
W

June 8: Tenzin Everett , son of Christine & Dan; grandson
for Bob & Sally

June 13: Grace Angela Mae , daughter of David & Sheri;
granddaughter for Dominic

June 8: Sally and Pablo married in Guelph
June 14: Megan & Michael married in Massachusetts
June 14: Jim & Sarah married in Guelph

There are many weddings coming up throughout the
summer and into the Fall. Please pray for all these
couples as they prepare for marriage that God may bless
them.

Guatemala
Steve and Elaine

Your Summer Homework Spanish speaking countries
Instituto de Discipulado

Please pray for our Mission Partners:

Kazakhstan
In Nicaragua Karen
s Nepal
Jessenia & Peter (APEN
Jenny ( ) Okhaldhunga Hospital

Kortright men's team .
East Asia:

Sam departing in August.

Britain

Arthur & Judy
Ukraine

Ed

Canada
Dan at Manitoba Pioneer Camp
Hugh and Carol
Holly
Dave & Linda
Beginnings

Michael House
Royal City Christian Life /<
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Pastor's Corner

Rev. Don McCallum

'Holy Conversations' was the title of a
continuing education course which |
attended in June at the Mennonite college
in Waterloo. The focus was on engaging
congregations in meaningful reflection and
dialogue around planning for the future. It
turned out to be very timely as we look at
our goal areas in the coming year. I'll be
discussing some of the ideas with
Session, but in the meantime, let me
share a few observations from Gil Rendle
who led the course:

P There is no 'right way' to do this. The
temptation is always for church leaders
to look to other churches or even to the
business world and try to 'plug-and-play’
a method used successfully somewhere
else. This usually doesn't work that
well. While methods used elsewhere
are great to spark ideas, leaders have
to adapt their own means of connecting
with the church.

P 25% Participation is Good. At town-hall

Thank You!

Thank You!

Holy Conversations

gatherings and congregational meetings
we usually draw about 25% of the
people. Across the board for North
American churches, this is normal. It's
not that the other 75% don't care; in
fact they are glad that the church is
doing this kind of work. But they are
content to leave it to others. If leaders
can engage 25% of the people in the
conversation, they have effectively
heard from the church.

P stressed Churches want to go back to
the Past. Change, even good change,
is stressful. During times of transition
the unconscious default is to want to go
back to the 'good old days'. We
remember a time 10 or 20 or 50 years
ago when things were better and think
that if we do things like that again,
blessings will result. But the world has
changed and the old tactics don't work
like they did. Congregations need to
trust that God has solutions to present
challenges and that the Spirit will reveal

Thank You!

Thank you very, very much for all the cards, prayers and
expressions of support that so many of you have
extended following the death of my father in June. We
felt very much lifted up by your thoughtfulness and
encouragement. Anne and | would also like to express
our appreciation for the generosity and kindness toward
our son, Jim and his new wife, Sarah, at and after the
wedding shower in May. We felt very blessed to be part
of this church family and | think Jim and Sarah were very
much touched. Thank you may God richly bless you with
joy and peace this summer.

Pastor Don McCalum

& family

| just want to say a big thanks to
everyone of you for giving me the
opportunity to work at Kortright this
past year, especially to all the
wonderful volunteers, Sally, Pastor
Don and Jim for being so helpful and
encouraging and to all the youth
because you are really just a great
bunch of people and | miss you.

Training for camp is going well and |
have the opportunity to work with 4
amazing people (although it has only

kortrightchurch.org

them at the right times.

P Expect to be Surprised. Church leaders
often base their approaches on their
experience or what they see working
elsewhere. As we talk together as a
faith community God has a tendency to
come up with some unique, new stuff,
sometimes from the most unlikely
sources. We may find ourselves
approaching Kingdom work in different
ways than we expected.

Over the summer, please remember
Kortright in your prayers. Pray that God
will lead us in the year ahead. Pray for
the Elders and myself as we strive to hear
God's voice. Pray for our new staff as
they join us in August. Pray that God
would enrich your own spiritual life so that
you can be a channel of his blessing to
the rest of our community of disciples.

Thank You!

been a few days) and | am really looking
forward to seeing how God is going to
use us and grow us over the summer.
Unfortunately we are still waiting for real
summer weather.

I am continuing to pray that God will
bless Kortright and its
work in Guelph

Blessings to all of you
Jody

Church Office Hours Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

55 Devere Drive Guelph, ON N1G 2T3

phone (519) 836.9400
(519) 836.4563
office@kortrightchurch.org
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Administrator, Sally Witty

To submit items to this newsletter, please contact

Sally at the church office.
Next deadline - August 20, 2008



